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* * * * * *

PROCEEDI NGS
THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2001
6:10 p. m

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Ckay.
Good evening. | amgoing to officially
call this neeting to order. The Board of
Apportionnment neeting -- now, Mark. 1Is it one
of those cl appers?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCOR:  You
touch it.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: |
was saying that this lanmp is going to be tough
on ol d eyes and, of course, | amtalKking
for nmyself, not for Mark. First of all, we
want to | et you know how nmuch we appreciate
your being here this each evening. This is a
very inmportant step in the process of
redi stricting.

And one of the things, the nost inportant
t hings, you will hear ne enphasize it, you wll
hear Mark enphasize it, and you will probably

hear the staff enphasize it, this is a draft.
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It is adraft map. It is not a final map. The
Board has not voted on this map. It is
sonet hing that the staff prepared for us
to bring out, and for people to take a | ook at
and make a determi nation, give us sone input
and give us an opportunity, then, to go back
and maybe nmake sone changes.

These lines are not carved in stone, they
are subject to change. In fact, we would al
be nost surprised if nothing changed on the
maps. And | amgoing to tell you right now,
fromthe other hearings, we know that there
wi |l be changes nmade to the maps.

Let nme also say that we had a very
good census in Arkansas this year. W
grew al nost 14 percent, which | think is
terrific, and it is wonderful for us in terns
of revenue, just the growmh over anticipated
gromh. We were anticipated to be at about two
and a half mllion. W actually ended up at
2,673,400 people. But that, over a period --
say, 173,000 people, over a period of ten years
equates to about $12 million. So, that is good
for Arkansas. W are very pl eased.

Unfortunately, it doesn't always work that
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well for redistricting, and there are sone
counties, nost of the counties in the south

t hat have | ost popul ation, and that has created
some maj or challenges for us as we are draw ng
those lines. |In fact, the ideal Senate

di strict now has 9, 300 people nore than it did
from 1990, fromthe 1992 redistricting. The

i deal House district has changed by about 3,200
addi ti onal peopl e.

So, it has created sone challenges and it
has made, obviously, districts in South
Arkansas, geographically |arger
and in Northwest Arkansas, where they
have gained quite a bit of population,
geographically smaller. So, there have
been sone chall enges there. But nost of all,
we want you to know, these lines are not carved
in stone.

It is inmportant that you are here to
participate in this part of denobcracy. As the
chief elections official for the State of
Arkansas, and | think you all know that | have
been very involved in elections in the State
of -- and in this country, actually, since

Novenber the 8th of last year. | truly believe
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that elections are the core of denocracy, but
it starts with redistricting, making sure that
we follow the one person, one vote rule. And
we have tried to be as fair and equitable as is
humanl y possi bl e, making those districts

as equal as can be. And you will hear

nore about that from Butch Reeves.

Before | turn it over to Mark, let ne just
say that the Governor is not here tonight
because Janet was rel eased fromthe hospital
today, and he went to -- he went to the
hospital to bring her honme. And so, he was
doi ng other duties today. So, we just wanted
to |l et you know the reason why the CGovernor
wasn't here, and he expresses his regrets. And
| amgoing to turn it now over to Mark for a
few
conment s.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you. Basically, since the Governor is not here
today, Sharon and | agreed that if you all I|ike
what we are doing, Sharon and | did it, if you
don't, the Governor did. Ckay? No, that is not
true at all, but he did want to pass on his

regrets for not being here. And he nentioned
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he hated had to m ss Hope, nost of all, just
because it is hone for him

And we appreciate all of you all
bei ng here. Sharon pretty nuch hit the nail on
t he head when she said we have tried to solicit
as nmuch input as possible. It has been a | ong
process. And the way this neeting will work
is -- it is fairly straightforward. W wll
make our comments here, and then we will turn
it over to Butch Reeves, who is the Governor's
| egal counsel, who is from Hope. And as we
were driving into town, Butch was telling us
all the places -- all the people he knows and
all the places he used to go and all the
stories behind everything, so it was fun
to have Butch as our little tour guide.

But we will -- have you got that? |Is that
better? We will let Butch kind of give an
overvi ew of the process and how
t he Apportionnment Board staff works, and what
the legal criteria are for what we are doing
here. One thing that is interesting, we are
the only state in the union that does it this
way. But it does nmake sense, Sharon being the

chief elections officer, the Governor being the
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chief executive officer of the state, and the
Attorney Ceneral being the chief |egal officer
of the state, it just kind of makes sense

that every ten years we would sit down

and redraw the districts.

But the staff has done a great job.

We have Larry Crane, Tim Hunphries, and Butch
Reeves here, and they have just done an
outstanding job. | know that sone of you all
have tal ked to personally about this process,
and | know that these three and the rest of the
staff has tal ked personally to a |ot of folKks,
and have tried to have an open door and get as
much i nput as possible.

And Dennis and David Beatty, | probably
shouldn't tell this story, but I wll. The
other day, | was in nmy office, and | had
probably had a little too much input, if
you know what | nmean. | had had people calling
me and kind of wearing nme out about how
districts ought to | ook and what we ought to do
in various parts of the state. So, | decided to
play a little joke on a state senator. And |
called himup and | said, "Senator," and by the

way, | won't nane his nane, but | said,
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"Senator," | said, "I have got bad news for
you." He said, "Wat is that, Mark?"

| said, "W have elimnated your
district.” He said, "What do you nean?" And |
said, "Well, your neighbor fromthe east cane
in and he made his pitch, and so we gave him
hal f your district, and then your neighbor from
the west cane in and he made his pitch, nade
his case, we gave himthe other half of your
district.” He said, "Mark, let nme tell you
about those two guys."” He said, "M neighbor
to the east, he is a shyster and his dad before
hi mwas a shyster.” He said, "My neighbor to
the west,"” he said, "he never shows up at any
nmeetings. | have to vote for himhalf the
time. And he is just in the Senate to line his
own pockets."

And | had thought, "Man, this conversation
is not going very well, you know, it is not
going like I thought.” And | said "Senator,
| ook," | said, "I was just kidding. W did
redraw your district, it looks fine. |1t ought
to be exactly what you want. You ought to be
conpletely happy with it." He said, "Mark," he

said, "how could you nake ne say that about two
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of the dearest friends a man ever had?"

But that is kind of how the process
is. It isalittle enotional, and that
i s okay, because we are tal king about your
right to be represented in state governnent,
that is very inportant. W all take it
very seriously, and we have spent hundreds of
hours, cunul atively thousands of hours,
probably, if you add all the staff hours
inthis, talking to people and trying to
get input, and trying to take all these | ocal
concerns into our consideration about draw ng
t hese districts.

And we are kind of down, getting close to

the end of the process. And we will |et Butch
t ake over fromhere and we will et himexplain
how t he process works. So, Sharon, | will turn

it back over to you

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Before
we to go to Butch, let me just say one fina
thing in ternms of the plan. | want you to
remenber, we -- the three of us are el ected
officials. It is our desire to nake as many
peopl e as possi ble happy. W don't -- we are

really not trying to nmake people mad in this
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process, we are really trying to nake you
happy. So, keep in mind that we are open to
your suggesti ons.

We do have a court reporter here, who
is making an official transcript of the
nmeeting. So, | would ask you to proceed,
when -- when the tine cones for comments,
to proceed to the m crophone and nmake your
comments. And also, you may want to |ine
up there as you are nmaking conmments so that we
don't have to wait while people nove fromtheir
seat to the m crophone.

And now, | amgoing to turn it over
to Butch Reeves, who is another honetown
boy from Hope.

MR. CLAN REEVES: Thank you. W just kind
of wanted to give you a background on what this
process is about. W started last fall, the
staff menbers went to 13 cities in Arkansas,
had sonme public hearings like this in different
pl aces, got coments of what people wanted. W
didn't have any census nunbers. W got those
in March, we put themin the conputer. By the
third week of April, we started draw ng maps.

We started in Texarkana and went to
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West Menphis and Blytheville. W started
in Fayetteville and Rogers and went all the way
to Lake Village. W started in El Dorado and
went to Harrison. W have done it about 20 or
40 different ways, and this is our suggestion
to the Board. They have all seen it, but
nobody has voted on it yet. That is why we
need your input. Does Rosston need to be with
Prescott? That is what we need to hear. Does
this town need to be with this town? That is
what we need to hear. What needs to happen in
this county? Some of us don't know that. So,
we need to hear that.

To kind of tell you the process, the
gui delines that we used. The United States
Constitution really says one person, one vote.
That is what this process is about. Every
House district should have about 26, 734 peopl e
or as close to that as you can get. Every
Senate district should have 76, 383 people or as
close to that as you can get.

Every county al ong the border of the
sout hern part of Arkansas either stayed
the sane or |ost population. So, if you

are one of those counties, your district had to
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get bigger to get that nmany people in there.
Whereas in Northwest Arkansas, they gained
popul ation, their districts actually shrunk and
got smaller, because it had have nore people in
it. That is just the reality of the population
shifts.

The Arkansas Constitution nerely requires
that the Board's decision not be arbitrary.

That nmeans, what guidelines did they use? And
here they are, they are set out by the United
States Suprenme Court as interpreted in the
Constitution in a nyriad of cases over the
years, but basically, this is it.

Conpact ness, that neans trying to get the
district as small as you can get it and still
have those nunbers of people in there.
Contiguity, that means that they have to touch.

You can't have a part of a district in Mller
County and anot her part over in Colunbia
County, they have to touch. Preservation of
political subdivisions, such as cities and
counties. That is why sonetinmes we did not
cross county lines if we didn't have. If we
could square it up and end at a county line, we

tried to. If we could stop at a river, we
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tried to. We tried not to cut cities unless we
absolutely had to, as a consideration.
The ot her considerations, which are

just as inportant, are preservation of
communities of interest. 1Is this a
shoppi ng hub? You are not going to have a
county where every city init is the sanme size.

So, you are going to have a big city,
medi um si zed cities, and a lot of rural areas
in these districts. But we tried to get the
communities of interest together in the sane
House and Senate district as possible.

Preservation of the cores of

existing districts, this takes into

account incunbents. W didn't draw these
districts for incunbents, we had input
fromincunbents, but we take into account where
the core of the current districts are and tried
to keep that unless it was inpossible. And
there are sonme huge changes in South Arkansas
because of the population |osses. So, if there
are huge changes in your county, the rea

reason we changed it was because of the | oss of
popul ation. But we tried not to do that if we

didn't have to.
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The last thing is conpliance with Section
Two of the Voting Rights Act, that is somnething
we have to conply with. And so, sone of the
districts are drawmn with that in mnd.

Now, here is essentially how the
process is going to work. W have two
heari ngs, next Tuesday we go to Hot
Springs, next Thursday, we have the hearing in
Little Rock. This is the ninth city we have
been to in three days. And we have had
comments every place we have been. The court
reporter will transcribe that for the Board, we
will sit domm with the Board after that
August 2nd hearing and nmeke any requested
changes that they ask us to make.

We have al ready been tal ki ng about sone we
heard about today in El Dorado and sonme we
heard about in Pine Bluff, will that fit, wll
that work? Hopefully, by Labor Day, we hope to
have a plan that the Board has voted on. Once
it is voted on and filed with the Secretary of
State, then that is the plan, unless and until
we get sued, then we go fromthere. But that
is essentially the tinme frane. By Labor Day,

we hope to have this plan finalized.

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

15

So, we are here to get your comrents about
what you like or don't |ike, what you would
like to change, if you would |ike to say,
"Thank you for what you did," we wll take
that, too. So, if you could go ahead and I|ine
up down by the mcrophone, and pl ease state
your name and what county you are from |If you
represent a Quorum Court, if you represent --
if you are a county judge, or if you represent
a group of people, please tell us that. [If you
are just here as a citizen, tell us that, too.

So, if somebody wants to be first, | feel
i ke Bob Barker on Price is Right, "You al
come on down." But we would |ike your
comments, so go ahead and sonebody be first,
and everybody el se kind of line up behind them

MR. JAMES BROMWN: | always did like to be
first. | amJanes Roy Brown, a Nevada County
Judge, and | want to personally tal k about
the -- | want to thank you for the Senate
district, | think you did a good job. The
representative district, we basically got the
same thing that we had ten years ago, that is,
we have got three representatives, it is good

in one sense and bad i n anot her.
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Ten years ago, we had Prescott with
Henpst ead County, which nost of the folks
in Prescott, when they go shop, go to -- cone
to Hope, if they go out of town. W try to
talk theminto staying in town and shoppi ng,
but you can't always do that. But when they do
go out of town, nost of themw Il conme to Hope
and shop. You were tal king about trying to
keep, you know, your districts together, where
we have a hub of where we go shopping and stuff
of that nature.

20 years ago, we had Nevada County
and Pi ke County as one district, which, you
know, | know there is not enough people in Pike
and Nevada County to nmake a district now, and
am not asking to do that. But | would like to
see Nevada County have no nore than two
representatives, and would like to see Prescott
and the northern part of Nevada County -- |
would i ke to see all of Nevada County
together, but | don't go figure | wll see
t hat .

We, in Nevada County, over the years
have had sort of an imaginary |ine that

t he southern part of the county always felt
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like they got left out of the northern part of
the county. And we have been working on this
totry to do away with it. And now then, we
have got a sure enough line that is sending the
sout hern part of the county to Henpstead
County, and the |lower part of the county to
Clark County, and the eastern part of the
county to Quachita County.

And | would just like to see Nevada County
have no nore than two, and preferably have the
northern part of the county going into
Henpst ead County, because that is where nost
all of us go shop, and we know nore peopl e over
here. That is about all | have got to say.

And do | know you all have got a long, hard job
ahead of you and, you know, | feel for you.
But | appreciate the tine.

MR. COLAN REEVES: | would |ike to nmake one
ot her announcenent. There was a suggested nmap
out there, and that map only applies to Howard
and Pi ke County. But Howard County cane and
asked us could we not split themthree ways, so
at their suggestion, we have a proposed map
that puts Howard County in two districts. It

has not been adopted yet, but they asked us to
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print that up, so we have it out there for
anybody from Howard County.

MR, JAMES CONWAY: Janes Conway, the mayor
of Western Henpstead County of the town of
McNab, representing a group of peoples. W
certainly do appreciate what you have
constructed, and it | ooks real good. W are
pretty much satisfied wwth the way that you
have drawn the district. | don't see no big
problemthere, but | think that the probl emwe
are faced wth nowis that we lost, we --
according to the census, we lost a |ot of
popul ation. That is not so.

We dropped from approxi mately
90 peoples in our town to 34, and that is
what is causing us a problemnow. W all are
tax-paying citizens and we have worked hard to
try to get the water and sewers projects
begi nning, and they are on their way, we are
bringing that in, but we don't have any funding
at this tinme because of the 75 percent loss in
t hat .

And what ever you can do to kind of assist
us to kind of get it back to the record, and

when they go back and do the census count
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again, that they will do it according to, |
guess, popul ation of the counties. But
certainly we are faced with sonme difficult
problens at this tine.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Thank you.

MR. DI CK TALLMAN: | am Dick Tall man, the
Sevier County Judge. And | amreal happy with
the way it is draw up right now | didn't know
that you had already had a redraw for Howard
County, but | knew that was com ng, because our
representative and our senator are both from
Howard County at this point, or at |east the
mai n part of the county. So, | knew that they

woul d be scream ng about the three-way split

and having Sevier County all in one piece of
pie there.
That is great for us, and if it -- | guess

| amup here to say, if the noise |evel gets
too high and you feel |ike you have got to do
sonmet hing there, then if you have to break ny
county into two pieces, the obvious place to
break it is bel ow Lockesburg. Those folks in
the south part of the county pretty nuch align
with Little River County and Howard County,

anyway. The school districts are M neral
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Springs and Ashdown, south of Lockesburg. So,
and don't get me wong, | amnot trying to give
away part of ny county, but that is the obvious
place to break it, if you feel Iike you have
got to do that.

Again, | amreal happy with the way it is
right now And it is just once in lifetinme you
get the President Pro Temto be your senator,
so we would certainly like to hang onto as nuch
of Sevier County in JimHIll"'s district as
possi bl e. Al though Barbara has been very good
to us, too, we are happy to have her nove a
further up in the county. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you. But you are happy on the Senate side, as
wel | ?

MR DI CK TALLMAN:  Yes.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Ckay. Great.

MR. RUSS BENNETT: Okay. W noved sout h.

Od District 22, Nunmber Four now, which -- and
under the old plan had the south half of MIler
County and then it had the Springhill box in
the south part of Henpstead County, and it al so
had Wal do and Tayl or over in Colunbia County.

And | amlosing Springhill, which | really --
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really, | have got a |lot of good friends there.

| hate to |ose that, but | can understand
Henpst ead County wanting to be together. And |
think that probably is a good thing on this
plan. But | guess nmy comments -- positive
comments would stop there.

The way the district was drawn, | had the
south half of MIler County, and have worked
with those folks for two terns, and they know
me and | know them and we get along fine. And
that is a good part of the conpact district the
way it was. It is a whole lot nore
gerrymandered now than it was before.

A coupl e of suggestions. You have been to
El Dorado. Let nme ask you what you heard about
my district -- the part of ny district that
goes into the south part of Union County. Wre
there conplaints over there about that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Wl |
yes. The folks in Union County woul d
rat her have al nost kind of a donut shape House
district, one that goes all the way around
Uni on County, in other words, all up -- | nean,
one that goes around El Dorado.

MR. RUSS BENNETT: El Dorado, right.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: I n other
words, the rest of Union County be whol e.

MR. RUSS BENNETT: Right.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR:  But, you
know, that is a consistent thene that we hear
around the state, is people would | ove to keep
their county whole or love to keep their city
whol e. And we understand that. So, you know,
on this map, conpared to the maps over there
that we are presently under, the existing
districts --

MR. RUSS BENNETT: Right, right.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: -- we have
done a much better job, | think, of keeping
counti es whol e.

MR. RUSS BENNETT: Okay.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: And so, we
are sensitive to that.

MR. RUSS BENNETT: All right. Wat | was
going to suggest, District Seven -- or is it
Si x? Excuse nme, District Six, which is E
Dorado itself, now?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR:  Yes, uh-huh.

(I'ndi cated yes.)
MR. RUSS BENNETT: Is nearly neutral
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on the percentages there. | think it is, what,
.047, it is just a hair, half a percent over.
| don't know how nmuch of that could be absorbed
by -- I think there is four precincts there,
four or five, | believe it is four. And |
don't know how many of them could be absorbed
by District Six and then District Seven.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR:  Uh- huh.
(I'ndi cated yes.)
MR. RUSS BENNETT: A little into Seven,
because they are already over a little,
t hey m ght could take one precinct, and
the other two -- you know, the other three
precincts mght could be absorbed. | am
not sure what those popul ations are. But that
is just a suggestion frommy point of view
Those fol ks have very little in common with
sonebody from Lafayette County. And seeing as
t hose other two precincts -- or other two
districts, other two districts, Six and Seven,
Six especially, is just right at even. It
coul d absorb sone and hel p those people to be
in the sane county all together there.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Right. Just

for your know edge, District Seven, as it is
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currently drafted, and again, the key word is

"draft" --
MR. RUSS
ATTORNEY

BENNETT: Ri ght.
GENERAL MARK PRYOR: -- is al nost

four percent over the optinum

MR RUSS
couldn't take

ATTORNEY
right.

MR RUSS

in conpliance.

ATTORNEY
Six --

MR RUSS
few.

ATTORNEY

BENNETT: That is right. They
much - -

GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Right,

BENNETT: -- if any, to still be

But Six --

GENERAL MARK PRYOR: District

BENNETT: They could take quite a

GENERAL MARK PRYOR: -- is al npost

exactly optinmm

MR. RUSS

BENNETT: It would put them over,

but still within the five -- is it five

per cent ?
ATTORNEY
percent, yes,

MR. RUSS

GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Fi ve
sir.

BENNETT: And that woul d put

t hose people with people that they have the

common t hought with. The other thing that
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| woul d suggest, and | don't know if -- | think
Ken Cowming left. Frank, you spoke with him
for a mnute?

MR, FRANK SCROGGE NS:  Yes.

MR. RUSS BENNETT: | don't think he could
stay. But Ken Cowl ing has inherited the south
half of MIler County which |I now have. And I
talked wwth himhere, then | talked with her
earlier today up at the -- we were both at a
conmttee neeting in Little Rock today. And we
are probably both equally unhappy with that.
| would i ke to keep it, he would not --
he really would not like to go there.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Wi ch
part of the district? | amsorry.

MR. RUSS BENNETT: The south half of
his district, which if you | ook at the current
map, or the current district, | have the south
half of MIler County.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Right,
right. Under the existing district? As it is
exi sting?

MR. RUSS BENNETT: That is right. That is
correct. And his district is Two, | believe.

He is 3.81 over, and | amDistrict Four, | am
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4. 64 percent under.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR Right. So,
in other words, what you would like to do, if |
understand it is, in effect, no offense to the
folks in Union County, but you would like to --

MR, RUSS BENNETT: No, no.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  -- bl ock
t hat out and get back into MIler County?

MR. RUSS BENNETT: If they would fit, that
is correct. |If they would still -- staying
within the five percent guidelines, if those
Uni on County people could be included in those
two precincts there. And | haven't spoken to
any of them but you have been over there.

ATTORNEY CENERAL MARK PRYOR  Right,

right.

MR. RUSS BENNETT: You know, | just
feel -- | just know how ny county feels, and |
feel like they would like to be a part of their

county's representation, if possible. That
woul d not bring the district out of conpliance.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Right.
MR. RUSS BENNETT: It would nake ne
even smaller than | already am or the district

that | amcurrently in. And as a result then
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| could begin to pick up sone of that excess
that Ken Cowing has in South MIler County.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Wl |
that is one of those that --

MR. RUSS BENNETT: Wi ch would bring
it back a little nore like it is now

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: That is one
of those that when we get back to Little Rock
we can sure | ook at that and run the nunbers
and see if that is workable.

MR. RUSS BENNETT: Okay.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: One
observation, by the way, just to |l et everybody
know. And it stands to reason, but maybe you
never thought about it, when you are in an area
around the borders of the state where you have
got Louisiana to the south, Texas to the west,
there is just not a ot of place you can go.

MR. RUSS BENNETT: Yeah. | thought
you couldn't do anything to two-sides ne, but
you di d.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: W found
a lot of things.

MR. RUSS BENNETT: You found a way. But at

any rate, those are ny suggestions.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you.

MR. RUSS BENNETT: Because you do have --
there are options within the five percent there
that could bring ny district nore like it was,
and it would al so probably nake those Union
County folks a |lot nore happy. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you. Russ Bennett.

MR. RUSS BENNETT: Russ Bennett.
forgot .

MR. FRANK SCROGE NS: And | am Frank
Scroggins, Lafayette County Judge. First
of all, I would Iike to ask one question. Wen
you create the mnority districts, what kind of
per cent age do you have to have for the
mnorities, 51 or greater or 60 percent or
greater to satisfy?

MR. OLAN REEVES: It depends, because the
nunbers you are | ooking at on those charts we
gave you, that is tota
popul ati on.

MR, FRANK SCROGGE NS:  Yes.

MR. OLAN REEVES: That is not voting

age popul ation. W have | ooked at voting age
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popul ation in drawing these districts. So, if
we are drawing the mnority one, it depends on
who you ask. Sonme would say 51 percent is
enough, sone would say 60. So, it just
depends. And | hate to answer it that way, but
it just depends.
MR. FRANK SCROGE NS: Ckay. Wit
a mnute. That is what |eads into what
| amgoing to ask. | feel the sane as
Russ. You know, we were southern half
of MIler County wth Lafayette, a little bit
of Henpstead, and we have picked up, | believe
it was Tayl or and Wal do in Col unbia County.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR:  And,
Judge, for clarification, we are tal king about
t he House side only?
MR. FRANK SCROGGE NS: House side only,
yes. We will talk about Senate in a m nute.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCOR  Okay. Sure.
MR. FRANK SCROGG NS:  And on the House
side, you know, our continuity is nore wth,
you know, | feel like the people in | ower
MIler County. W have a relationship
with them And then, when you have thrown in

this 2,200 people plus over in the |ower end of
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Uni on County, you know, we don't have any, you
know, connections there. And in |ooking at the
map, and you are tal king about shifting, | see
that District Five is 4.29 under the allowable
nunber, but it is 59 percent, | believe,
mnority district.
| think that to still keep your
mnority district, that you can do sone
shifting of Union County that a way and
maybe absorb this, you know, little nook that
you have a Union County. And also, in Ashley
County, you have a 4.3 under allowable. There
may be a way to shift Union County or the | ower
part of Bradley, District Ei ght, which | see
that District Eight is a plus 3.73, shift
it over and then shift Union County that a way.
| know this is a tough job and
everybody has got their own opinion of
it, and -- but what | want to see is our
district stay nore like it was. You know, we
have been diluted froma district that was
roughly 45 percent popul ation of the district
in Lafayette County to around 30 percent. And
we have been fortunate in the past to have our

representative to live in our county.
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You know, we are one of the snal
rural counties of Arkansas, one of the handful
under 10, 000 population. And | believe with
the shift, with the district like it is, that
we are probably going to | ose, you know, our
representative. | don't see how we can conpete
with the, you know, 60 sonething percent that
is going to be to the east of us, in withit.

But | see that reaching out past, you
know, the 12 counties down here and doi ng sone
shifting to the east and to the north, that
possi bly, you know, this shift could be nmade
into -- you know, put us nore into Ml ler
County and reduce that District Two, which
is -- 1 believe, is going to be about four
percent, 3.8 percent above the all owable, and
then shift it to us, and would, | think, give
us nore continuity.

That is the way | feel about it, in
ny opinion. And | amgoing to be honest with
you, ny biggest concern is |osing
the representative that lives in ny county. But
| nmean, that is nmy biggest conplaint about
it. And | know that you all have spent nonths

on it, and we have tal ked about it, | have been
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to several neetings, and | appreciate the hard
work that you all have done. And the work you
have done has been good work. But | just
wanted to tell you to adjust it alittle bit.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR:  Well, we
understand we are not quite there yet.

MR. FRANK SCROGG NS:  Yeah.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: And we
are willing to just face that we will have
to adj ust.

MR. FRANK SCROGGE NS:  And we have a
del egati on of about 12 people here, and
they may want to take about another two hours,
three hours, too, to tell you the way they feel
about it. You know, | am speaking really from
nysel f and what | see fromny county, and they
may have sone input in it, too.

Wen we get to the Senate side, I am you
know, happy with it. | think it is -- you
know, it will be good with it.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR:  Good.

MR. FRANK SCROGGA NS: So, that is al
| have at this tine. And | appreciate you al
coni ng

ATTORNEY CENERAL MARK PRYOR:  Judge,
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et me ask you one quick just point of
clarification.

MR. FRANK SCROGGE NS: Ckay.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: When
you introduced yourself, you said you were from
Laf ayette County. | have always heard it
pronounced "Lafayette".

MR. FRANK SCROGGE NS: Well, now, when
| pronounce it, you can do it either way.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: What is
t hat ?

MR. FRANK SCROGGE NS: When | pronounce it,
you can do it either way. When you say you are
from Lafayette County, it is how you spell it.

And | say, "You spell it 'Lafayette'," so, you
know - -

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.

j ust wonder ed.

MR. FRANK SCROGGE NS:  You know, nobody
knows how to spell Lafayette, so --

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.
| just wanted to nake sure there wasn't a
nmovenent afoot right now to go back and to --

MR. FRANK SCROGEA NS: W are one and all,

we are one and all. Appreciate it.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Ckay. Thank
you.

MR. LYNN RCE KING | ama transplant down
in Lafayette County.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCOR: Yes, sir.

MR. LYNN RCE KING | amnot a cajun
so it is not "Lafayette". Okay?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.

MR. LYNN RCE KING | am Lynn Roe
Ki ng, superintendent of Lewi sville School
District, a district that is conpromsed in the
area of Lafayette and MIler County. | did a
consolidation a few years ago with the Garl and
School District, which conprom ses an area
enconpassed essentially by the Red R ver
township over in MIler County, which under the
previous alignment was in our district, was in
Senator -- or excuse nme, Representative Russ
Bennett's district, who just spoke to you a few
m nut es go.

And | would just like to kind of reiterate
what Judge Scroggins has related to you and
Representative Bennett in terns of the shift.
| would certainly like to keep ny school

district contiguous and in alignnment with that
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representative district, and not have it split
out as it was proposed in this draft map by
keeping a portion of MIller County, that those
townships or two in that area of MIler County
are part of the district, and keeping ny
district contiguous as far as representation in
t he House.

| can understand the situation, and
| realize the perils. And | have been to UALR
here a few days ago with sone of nmy East |ab
students, and we are working on maps and trying
to work sone zone information ourselves, and |
realize and appreciate Larry and sone of them
sitting here with the problens that you all are
facing wwth this in trying to align and bal ance
everything, Mark, with what you have related to
us at the beginning there.

But if this shift takes place in ternms of
going to Col unbia County and over into Union
County, there is no question about, in voting,
what is going to happen to Lafayette County and
its representation as far as a representative
is concerned. W are probably going to |ose
that. And that is very inportant to educators

in that area, the school districts in Lafayette
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County.

Wth this -- with the court hearing
here on this | atest Lakevi ew situation,
amsure there is going to be sonme situations
devel opi ng, probably in the next year or two.
It is pure speculating, but I can see further
consolidations in this state. And I think this
is sonething -- you know, this is a ten-year
pl an that you people are proposing here.

And that is sonething that, | think,
vi sionaries need to be thinking about in terns
of school districts, county alignnments, because
there is only one county in this state that has
contiguous school districts for counties, and |
believe that is O eveland County. The rest of
them you know, we are splitting out into al
counties everywhere we go. And so, | would
certainly like to keep MIller, or that portion
of MIler, that | represent, and we serve the
students and the comerce, fromthat standpoint
for that school district.

And again, | appreciate your efforts.
| think the Senate situation is fine. Senator
Ownens has done a trenendous job this past

session, and we certainly appreciate her. And
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| like the alignnment on the Senate. But the
House, | would sure like to see you tweak that
alittle bit.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you. You know, what m ght be hel pful for
us, if you haven't already done it is, | know
you are tal king about around Garl and, you know,
and MIller County, which is just across the
river. |f you could maybe send Larry Crane a
map of how far into MIler County the school
district goes --

MR. LYNN ROE KING Right, sure.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: -- sO we can
have kind of a feel for how that | ooks.

MR. LYNN RCE KING Be glad to

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  And t hat
m ght make -- let us do a nore educated study
of that.

MR. LYNN RCE KING  Ckay.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you.

MR. LYNN RCE KING  Thank you, again.
Thank you very nuch

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:

Superintendent, congratul ations for using those
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East kids, they will do a real good job for
you.

MR. LYNN ROCE KING  Thank you

MR JOE GRAHAM My nane is Joe Graham |
am chai rman of the Henpstead County Denocratic
party and chairman of the Henpstead County
El ection Conmi ssion. | want to thank you first
for your hard work on devel opi ng these naps.
And | think what you did for our district on
the House side is a positive thing. |
t hi nk Henpstead County needs to be one
district. And if you start realigning
t hese counties, | would just ask your
consideration to keep Henpstead County together
on that.

And on the Senate draft, the way it
is drawmn is fine, but if you could get all of
Henpst ead County together on that, as well, |
think that would be a positive thing for our
county.

ATTORNEY CENERAL MARK PRYOR:  Thank

you.
MR. JOE GRAHAM  Thank you.
MR, JACK DAUGHERTY: Jack Daugherty
from Col unbi a County, Magnolia, | am a business
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person, the chairman of the Chanber of Commerce
and Magnolia Econom c Devel opnent. Again,
woul d i ke to thank you, as these others have,
for the hard work you have done. And as you
know, ten years ago, in the |ast census,

Col unbi a County was carved up into, | think
five districts. And it was four districts --

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Four on the
House, three on the Senate.

MR. JACK DAUGHERTY: Four on the House,
three on the Senate. And as others are
stating, we did not have a representation that
lived the Col unbia County representing Col unbia
County, so we were -- it was hard for
representation for our area. |If you have
listened to us through the | ast several years,
we want and need representation there, for
schools, growth, and the needs that we have.

The plan that you all had cone up,
think, as a whole, we appreciate it, we think
it will work for Colunbia County, having two
representatives, and the Senate plan will work.

| think there is alittle tweaking, you
probably have received input fromand --

ATTORNEY CGENERAL MARK PRYCR W talked to
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your clerk today, actually.

MR. JACK DAUGHERTY: W appreciate that.
But | just want to state that, help Col unbia
County out, and we need the representation.
Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank

you.
SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:
Thank you.
MR. CHARLES BLACK: | alnost feel like
atraitor following Jack. | ama native of
Col unbi a County, | am now president of a bank

in Lewisville, Arkansas, so you see where | am
comng fromon. The things | want to --

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Sir,
woul d you state your nanme for the Court
Reporter, please?

MR. CHARLES BLACK: Charles Black. Excuse
me. Charles Black. The things | want to
follow up on is what Lynn Roe said, and
Representative Bennett, and al so Frank
Scroggins. W are closely aligned to the
MIller County area and the Red River area. |
am on the Arkansas Red Ri ver Conmm ssion, the

secretary/treasurer of that, and we are working
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trying to get navigation down the
river.

W feel |ike that Representative
Bennett has been working very hard for us. W
are not for sure that sonmeone that is possibly
up located in El Dorado or in the western part
of the -- the eastern part of Col unbia County,
that we woul d have the sanme representati on we
have now. Garland Cty is a big issue with us.

And if you will nove further south, and | am
sure we have a representative fromBradley with
us, but maybe farther south, in the farmng
community there, is nore closely aligned with
the other side of the river on the MIler
County si de.

We do appreciate everything that you have
done, but we do feel like that we are being
somewhat penalized and | osing sone of our --
the little bit of clout that we do have. So,
we woul d appreciate sone consideration in
trying to keep our representatives that we have
and possi bly having a new one when his term
[imt goes out. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank

you.
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M5. REBECCA MARTIN. My nane is
Rebecca Martin, | ama former Denocratic
candi date for what used to be District 22. |
guess | am going to piggy-back what al
of Lafayette County has said. Being a forner
candidate, | know it was very hard to trave
across those areas of Lafayette, Col unbia,
Henpstead, and MIler that we already had.

To redistrict, as | see on the map, it was
very confusing in Colunbia County the first
couple of tines to figure out where we were
going. W have a simlarity and things that we
share in common with a part of MIler County
that was already in our district, | think it
woul d be a disservice to the constituents of
that area, especially once termlimts is
over, to realign all of that, because those of
us who are famliar with the area, we are
famliar with the constituents in that area, we
are famliar with their needs.

If we are to be swall owed up by part
of Col unmbia County and a small portion of Union
County, which we have very little in comon
with, not only would we | ose our voice, | think

that we will | ose the essence of what was is
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needed in that area of our district.

So, although we appreciate, and we know it
is adifficult task that you all have, or that
you have to do, but we would like for you to
consi der the fact that although we had no
control over the popul ation growh or decline
in our county, we do feel that the
representation that we have had in the years
past, that is it needed still in that county,
because we are a group of peopl e understand
each other, who understand our needs. And
hopefully we can all work together to
acconplish those things. Those who have shared
views and shared ideas nornmally acconplish
t hings. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:

Thank you.

M5. DI ANE FLETCHER | am Di ane Fl etcher
from Laf ayette County, and | would like to
t hank you for what all you have done. And
| would like to ask you -- to tell you that I
agree with what all the citizens, the judge,

and Representative Bennett, and M. King, and
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all the others have asked you to do. | would
ask that you pl ease consider noving -- giving
us back that part of MIller County in any way
possi bl e. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Thank you.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:
Thank you, Di ane.

MR. TROY BUCK: | am Troy Buck, from
Alpine up in Cark County. W are tickled to
death with the Senate, and we would |ike for
you to do the sanme thing in the House, in
putting us back with a rural district. | don't
know there is enough nunbers to nmake a | ot of
di fference, because we only had about 150
votes, | think. And | represent -- | amthe
unel ect ed spokesman for that group of people at
Al pine and Amty.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: You are
tal king about up in the very northwest corner
of Cark County?

MR. TROY BUCK: Yes, sir, right.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Al
right.

MR. TROY BUCK: See, we did it in the
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House, we put us over there with d enwbod and
Hot Spring and Montgonmery County. But in the
Senate, you put us back with row crop and fl at
 and country. And we are chickens and cattle.
And it would nmake his district pretty w de
right through that narrow spot.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.

MR. TROY BUCK: Thank you

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you.

MR. RAY TURK: My nane is Ray Turk,
amfromlLewi sville, Arkansas, | amon the Cty
Council there. And | was here to support the
districting. And we appreciate what you al
have done, but | would like to reiterate what
t he previous spokesnen have said, that we would
like to be considered to be put back in Ml ler
County, because we have a little nore to do
with MIler County than we do over in Union
County.

It is kind of hard to associate
yourself with sonebody over in that part
of the -- nothing against those people,

t hey are good people over there. But we would

i ke you to reconsider that, would you pl ease,
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sir? Thank you.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:
Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: We will | ook
at it. Thank you.

MR. DAVID BEATTY: | am David Beatty, from
Lewi svill e and Lafayette County. |
ama lifetine resident of the county. |
appreciate you all com ng down. | am i npressed
to see the brass down here tonight. And | am
sorry the Governor is not here. | amnot too
good with the nunbers, but it |ook |ooks |ike
we are tal king about basically District Four,
which is proposed for Lafayette County's part
in District Two, and M|l er County.

Just a couple of notes | have nade.
District Four is about 1,250 people under.
| can't do percentages well, but | knowif you
have got about 26,000, we are about 1,250 under
and, really, a district that has | ost
popul ation or a county that has |ost popul ation
in these rural communities over the last 30
years, maybe | onger

The proposal, | agree with the judge

and the state representative fromour area,
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Laf ayette County, and others, that if you add
part of MIler County, you add -- well,
especially the river townships, which are Red
River, which is Garland, and Cutoff, which is
just there, has a fewfolks init, and then
Sul fur, which borders also Lafayette County on
the western side and joins with the Red R ver
There is common interest in these, there is
famlies on both sides.

Everywhere you find a river crossing or a
narrow bridge, you find those things in conmon,
busi ness interests, of course, there is farmng
and | ots of other businesses that has grown
over the years, small towns and conmmuniti es,
nore inportantly, small schools. And the Red
River, as Charles Black has stated, we have had
a lot of interest and a |lot of activity,
al t hough you can't see a lot. But if you go
down there and dig, you find those rocks that
have been enbedded in those banks for 40 or 50
years now to keep the banks stabilized.

There has been 30 years of association
with MIler and Lafayette County folks. | can
say that for 20 years of those, they haven't

al ways agreed, but the interest has generally
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been the sanme, given the types of communiti es,
whet her you have got chi cken houses or pine
trees or farms or small businesses or snal
i ndustries, you have -- for a long tine, | said
we didn't have an el evator or an escal ator
anywhere in any those districts. Now, we have
one el evator, thanks to Frank Scroggins.

In the last 15 years or |less, there
has been two major bridge projects to connect
the communities on the north end of the Red
River, it is proposed on the west boundary of
District Four, and on the south end, which one
replaced a ferry that had been there fromthe
time -- fromthe beginning of tinme. Al of
these areas in MIller County, especially the
river townshi ps that border, would be
cont i guous.

The Red River School District --
the Red River township, which is what we call
the old Garland School District, voted many
years ago to conbine, and Lew sville School
District voted to conbine with Garland, and
t here has been a school district there for
along time. And | hate to see the vote of the

peopl e be not really disenfranchised, but for
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Lynn Roe King or his successor or whoever who
has to handl e that business, it is certainly a
| ot nore common sense for those fol ks who have
traded in Lewisville, have famlies and
connections back and forth, to be in the sane
| egislative district and have the sanme state
representative.

Proposed District Nunber Two i s about
a thousand over -- you all can do the nunbers
better than | can, but relatively
speaki ng, would tend to gain population,
because the industrial capabilities, especially
in Little River County. They have been
fortunate, where we haven't. Probably l|astly,
but not |east inportant, the percentages of
African-American popul ation in the two
districts, if you took these three river
townshi ps on the eastern border of MIller
County, you will find the concentration of the
bl ack populations in Garland and also in the
Doddri dge and the Brightstar conmmunity,
and the rest of that district pretty well
doesn't have a very high density at all. It is
pretty | ow

And by putting themover wth a
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district that runs on up north around
Texarkana, | think you will find that their
voting strength and their input in the
government woul d be much greater if they
are aligned with Lafayette County, which
i s about a bal anced community, and sonme of the
ot her communities which may fall in with the
district. But again, thank you all for com ng
out. | really appreciate it. And thank you for
this tine.
SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:
Thank you.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Let ne

ask you sonet hing, David, before you | eave the
m crophone. It is just a question for context.

Let's just say hypothetically, and this is a
hypot hetical. Let's just say, as we | ook over
on the eastern edge of District Nunber Four,
draft District Nunber Four on the House side.
Let's just say, again, hypothetically, we
cannot take that part of District Four out of
Uni on County, we have to leave themin there
for popul ati on reasons, just for nunber
reasons. Again, this is hypothetical. If we

have to keep that there, would you still want
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that part of MIler County?

MR, DAVI D BEATTY: Yes.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.

MR. DAVI D BEATTY: Qur district is -- the
group that -- the way you grouped that district
up, it is going to tend to | ose popul ati on, as
you all stated earlier, that the whole South
Arkansas group does. And | don't think there
is really any danger of having a -- the things
that we have heard up in Northwest Arkansas the
| ast few years, they wanted to have theirs
redone in the mddle of tinme for noney, to
di vide up for other purposes, anyway.

| think that we see a trend over
many years, at least in the 30 years
can renmenber. | amnore than 30 years
old. But we are going to |ose popul ation down
t here, probably, unless sonething el se happens.

Unl ess those people from California nove back
you know, all of our friends out there that
wait until they retire to cone hone. But now
t hey have got a good reason.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  And the part
of MIler County that you are referring to, and

| think others are, is the part in the curve in
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the Red River that, | guess, it is kind of the
northern, north central part of that eastern
part of MIler County?

MR. DAVI D BEATTY: Lynn Roe King has sone
maps of the district, and | think you will find
that it |ooked |ike the northeast corner, if
you can see that as a square or a rectangle.
That is where the Garland School District runs
all the way up and down the river, and it has
lots of land area. So, really, you are | ooking
at the eastern portion. And depending on
whet her you go into the Beach township, which
i s Fouke or O eveland, which is Genoa, central
and belowit, that gets right to the heart of
t he sout h-central down bel ow

But that is -- yeah. | think if you said
the south half, you are -- you fudge a little
bit on the east side as you go up the river
but if you can justify your nunbers and the
policy of noving that, yeah. Those fol ks have
been with us a long tinme and we have been with
t hem

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: And
woul d your priority be to take that whole
Garl and School District?
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MR. DAVI D BEATTY: | would say to
follow the river down.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR:  Yeah.

MR. DAVI D BEATTY: Because of the
i ssues that are -- they are going to be
inmportant. That is one of the only resources
we have right in that area, that was farm ng
and farm ng has been pretty tough. But that
could be a real boom potentially. But if you
stopped it just on one township there, you wll
have sone differences, mybe.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.

MR. DAVI D BEATTY: Thank you very mnuch
agai n.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you.

MR, HARVEY HAM | am Harvey Ham |
amfromLewi sville, fromthe Quorum Court. And
| agree with what has been said here about
| eavi ng the school district together. You know,
we have a ot nmore in common with the people in
MIller County than we do in Union County. |
was raised in Garland, and | live in
Lewsville. And we still have a ot of famly

on both sides of the river. And | don't know
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of anyone, | don't think, in Union County. So,
we appreciate it if you all would take that
i nto consi deration,
pl ease.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:
Thank you.

MR. CLAN REEVES: Anybody el se?

MR. FRANK SCROGG NS: Let ne nmake one
comment that | should have nade earlier
that really concerns ne as being a rural
county. You all are famliar with Revenue
Stabilization Act, and | know I am | know
Diane is, and David is, and Russ. A |ot
of these people don't understand the
Revenue Stabilization Act. And this is
one thing that concerns ne about being put with
a larger county like Colunbia that has a --
they are a class three county, we are a class
one county. Revenue stabilization is the
turn-back noney that cities and counties get
every bienniumto operate off of, it is divided
one percent equally.

Now, the shift in population has gone
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to the populated areas. If you |ook up in the
nort hwest part of the state where you have the
grow h in Pul aski County, it is going to cone
to a point, and I know David and Russ fight --
have fought this, | know David did and Russ
does, too, to change that fornula, one percent
equally to 75 counties, 25 percent of the
popul ati on.

So, the rural counties, if it gets
to where the representatives are fromthe
| arger areas, they are going to starve us out,
and that is another big concern that | have for
the small cities and small county, is the fact
that if this Revenue Stabilization Act is ever
changed, we may as well consolidate with M1l er
and Col unbi a or Henpstead Counties and go with
it.

And that is another factor, too, that I am
pushi ng so nmuch to keep my representatives,
because ny representatives have fought for us
to keep what we do have. And that is not just
us. There is other smaller counties throughout
the state, and they are all facing the sane
thing with this, you know, crunch that we have

in economcs, too. Thank you all.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you.

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: Hi. | amDolly Henl ey,
and | am a Henpstead County resident, live in
Washi ngton, and | am a Howard County enpl oyee,
| work for the city of Nashville.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Good.

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: And Mark, only -- and |
don't see any Howard County people here. Are
we supposed to be attendi ng anot her neeting?

UNI DENTI FI ED WOMAN: Here we are.

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: Ch, girls, yes. Well,
my concern, and Mark, as | have told the
H ghway Conmi ssion before, | like to see sone
hi ghways and sone cities on sone of these
county maps, because | get kind of confused on
where everything is.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Yes, the big
map i s probably better for that.

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: Ckay, okay. Well, help
me to understand this, on the Howard County
side, on the Nashville side.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR:  You are
tal ki ng about on the House draft?

MS. DOLLY HENLEY: On the house draft,
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then we will talk about the Senate in a mnute.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: On the House draft,
t hose Northern Henpstead County fol ks who
attend school in Howard County, who buy
groceries and use the highways in Howard
County, not Henpstead County, and who need to
be heard in the legislature fromthe Howard
County fol ks, because that is who they are. W
need to get that Northern Henpstead County back
in that Howard County district, and there is no
doubt about it. W have had, as you knew, very
good representation in the House and in
the Senate with Representatives Larry
Teague and JimH |Il, and they have done
an outstanding job for our district.

The people in Northern Henpstead
County are Nashville, Howard County people. And
even though we know that tourists don't know
county lines, these folks who go to school up
there, | mean, they are Nashville people, they
are not Hope peopl e.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR:  Uh- huh.
(I'ndi cated yes.)

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: Okay? And | would just
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like for you to reconsider that. And | know
you have | ooked at it many tinmes, many, nmany
times, and | appreciate all your efforts. But
that northern part -- and | |ive in Washi ngton,
but that northern part does not need to cone
south, it needs to go on north and west of
Howard County.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: So, wait
a mnute. Let nme see if | understand this. You
want - -

MR. OLAN REEVES: She is tal king about
right here. (Indicating.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.

MR. CLAN REEVES: R ght now, this precinct
and this precinct are in this district, House
district right now.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCOR  Okay, okay.

MR. OLAN REEVES: She is tal king about the
Henpstead -- the Henpstead, Howard County |ine
is about two mles fromthat.

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: Ch, it is not even two
mles fromthe bypass. | amtelling you that
do this every day. And it is just right there.

You can throw a good football, I nean, if you

are a Scrapper, you can throw a pass and hit
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t he county |ine.

MR. OLAN REEVES:. Ckay.

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: Several places,
you all, up there on even north -- up there on
27, like where MasterCraft and those guys are,
t hey get Henpstead County agai n. Those guys,
t hey have nothing to do with Henpstead County
except pay their taxes here. They listen to
the representative and the senator, | mnean,
that is who they -- that is who we talk to up
there. Can you kind of feel that, Mark?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Yes. And
amjust looking at it. And let ne ask the
staff, maybe, Butch, you are the best one to
address this. But there is an alternative map,
| think you nentioned that was in the | obby?

MR. CLAN REEVES: Yes. But it doesn't
affect this. It affects these precincts
up here that go to this District 23, right up
here. (Indicating.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.

MR. OLAN REEVES: |Is this still Howard
County? Yes. So, Howard County really only
has two districts instead of three.

ATTORNEY CGENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.
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So, this does not address her questions?

MR. OLAN REEVES: She is tal king about
this precinct right here and perhaps this one
right here. (Indicating.) | don't know how
many people that is.

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: Can you point to where
Nashville is? Can you get |ike H ghway 2787

MR. OLAN REEVES: Nashville is going to be
right there. (Indicating.)

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: And you see that county
line?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Unh-huh. 1t
is right onit.

MR. OLAN REEVES: | know. M nother
is fromNashville, | know right where it is.

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: Yes. \Who is your mama?

Okay. Do you need to concentrate sone nore on
that, or you are okay?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: No, ma'am |
have got it. | got it.

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: Now, over on this
Senate side, in that Sevier County, and | need
to know where DeQueen is on the nmap.

MR. CLAN REEVES: It is right here.

(I'ndicating.)
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M5. DOLLY HENLEY: Now, see, in city
governnment, you would kind of call that some
spot zoning. Everybody el se kind of gets sone
straight lines. And, now these guys down here
in Colunbia County, they have got sone ness-ups
down there, too, we are driving a whole | ot
around there, | saw. But --

MR. OLAN REEVES: That is DeQueen,
right there. (Indicating.)

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: DeQueen. Ckay. DeQueen
has been taken out of our Senate district, is
that not right?

MR LARRY CRANE: No.

MR. OLAN REEVES: | don't know. Let
me | ook at that. Was it in the other district
last tinme?

MS. DOLLY HENLEY: It is in the

district last tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN: It still is.
MR. LARRY CRANE: It is still in 20.
MR TIMHUWMPHRIES: It is still in

wi th Howard County.
MR, LARRY CRANE: It is with Howard
County, it isin JimHll's district.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: It is
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wi th Pol k, Howard, Pike, and the northern part
of Henpst ead.

MS5. DOLLY HENLEY: So, you guys are
telling ne that has not changed? That is
not --

MR. CLAN REEVES: This is the sane.

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: Those |lines have
not changed?

MR. OLAN REEVES: It is still that
same district.

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: Ckay. | can be
happy with that, then. W don't want to change
this. W are not crazy about the Leopards, but
we |ike them when we are voting over there.
That is all | have to say. But that House
district, really and truly, bear down on that
one.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: I n
ot her words, even though we have tried hard to
foll ow county lines, are saying that should be
t he exception of the rule, that that county
line there is really arbitrary?

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: GCh, no doubt about it.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR Wl |

we will ook at it when we get back and
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see what we can do.

M5. DOLLY HENLEY: Ckay. | appreciate it.
Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank

you.
MR. CLAN REEVES: Anybody el se?
MR, MARC ROSSON: | am Marc Rosson
from Sevier County. | like the -- on the
House, | like the way it is done, it keeps the

whol e county intact at this tinme where it was
not before. The only difference |I would Ilike
to see, if you all could, would be the area
around Dierks. A lot of the citizens from
there go to DeQueen to do their shopping. And
t hat --

MR. OLAN REEVES: |Is that Dierks
right here? (Indicating.)

MR. MARK ROSSON: Yeah, that first
l[ine there. |If you all can take that into
consi derati on.

MR. OLAN REEVES:. Ckay.

MR. MARK ROSSON:  Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCOR  Now, under
this proposed change, where is Dierks, is that

it right there? (Indicating.)
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MR. CLAN REEVES: It is has always been in
23, right there. (Indicating.) It has always
been in -- at least in the maps we have drawn
up, it has always been in 23, it didn't change
t hat .

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Now, sir, do
you like it in 23 or we would you rather have
it in 21? You like it in 217

MR, MARK ROSSON: Yeah, in 21

MR. OLAN REEVES: He is talking noving it
over here. (Indicating.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Al
right. We will have to | ook at that.

MR. MARK ROSSON.  Ckay.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  And run the
nunbers, and see if that is feasible. Thank
you.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Anybody el se? Ckay.
Back to you.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Thank
you, Butch. | amgoing to ask General Pryor if
he has any closing comments he would like to
make?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR | just want

to thank you all for being here. W need to
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t hank the college here for having us. This has
been a great facility and they have been a
wonder ful host. And we appreciate all of you
all's time for comng and participating in our
denocracy this way. Thank you very nuch
SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:
Thank you.
(WHEREUPON, at 7:20 p.m, the taking
of the above-entitled proceedi ng was

concl uded.)
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